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EDUCATION




Welcome to St. Leo the Great School, where education, service, and faith combine to provide each student a foundation of high standards in knowledge and ethics.

As a Catholic elementary school, St. Leo the Great School’s teaching philosophy is guided by the belief that each student is a unique gift of God, created with special gifts and talents. It is our goal to nurture and develop those gifts further to the benefit of the Church and the community we live in.

Faith: St. Leo the Great School exists “to develop disciples of Jesus Christ.” We do not simply instill faith through education and activities. Moreover, we use faith as the foundation from which students can be taught and involved in activities. And it is this foundation that provides the strength in commitment for a quality learning experience. 
Education: With smaller grade sizes and personal attention, students have an excellent environment for learning. Our teachers are able to provide a consistent level of quality so that our students have some of the higher testing scores in the Harrisburg Diocese. This, along with a diverse offering of extra-curricular activities, allows for all students to develop both intellectually and physically.

Community Service: Christian faith requires service to those in need. And so it is at 
St. Leo’s. Each student has the opportunity to serve those in need through projects and events scheduled in the class as well as extracurricular activities. Whether it is singing Christmas hymns in a senior citizen community, or working for a donated food and clothing drive, the call to serve is enacted so that each student fully understands the importance of service in the Christian faith at an early age.

We understand that choosing a school is one of the most important and difficult decisions parents must make. But at St. Leo the Great School, it is more than just education; it is choosing a culture in which children will begin a lifelong journey of learning and discovery. At St. Leo the Great School, children experience outstanding academics, excellent teachers, abundant activities, and modern technological resources. But all of these assets are of little value without the faith that will enhance them. 

We hope that you will seriously consider enrolling your child or children at our school. If you have any questions or would like more information, feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Georgia Steinbacher

Principal

St. Leo the Great School
At-A-Glance

Saint Leo the Great School is a Catholic elementary school founded in 1965.  Today, the school serves families with children in grades Pre-K through Eighth grades. 

What Makes Saint Leo the Great School Special?

The faculty, parish, and school families come together to form our “school community.”  It is this community that unites to educate the whole child spiritually, intellectually, physically, emotionally and socially.

The St. Leo the Great School Board provides consultation and assistance to the administration and faculty of the school in providing a quality Catholic education. 

The Home & School Association (HSA) brings parents and teachers together to share in their children's educational and spiritual development.

The Seeking Excellent Educational Development (SEED) program matches a sponsor/mentor to a grade, curriculum special, or club at St. Leo the Great School. Local businesses, current St. Leo the Great School families, and former families comprise our valued SEED sponsors.

Together, we endeavor to develop disciples of Jesus Christ within a secure Catholic atmosphere. 

Enrollment & Class Size

Enrollment for the 2008 - 2009 school year is 254 (284 including Pre-K).  The class size is 30.


Faculty

· 14 Full Time Faculty Members

· 4 Part Time Faculty Members

· 6 Teacher Aides

· 16 Bachelor's of Arts or Science Degrees

· 2 Masters Degrees
Transportation & Extra Curricular

· Bus transportation is provided through several local public school districts.

· 15 Special Events celebrate everything from grandparents to vocations.

· 12 Clubs and 9 Academic Competitions give students a wide range of experiences.


Curriculum
In addition to the core curriculum, St. Leo's offers:

· A faith based Kindergarten Enrichment Program

· A school wide Instructional Support Program

· Spanish for grades 7 and 8

· Algebra for selected students in grade 8

· Special subjects:  Art, Music, Computer and Physical Education

St. Leo also provides a Guidance Counselor and Psychologist through the Lancaster Lebanon Intermediate Unit 13.  Remedial Reading and Math instruction is available, as is a Speech Pathologist. Hempfield School District provides Reading Instruction through Title I funding. 

Academics

St. Leo the Great School is fortunate to have a talented and dedicated faculty.  All full time faculty members of St. Leo the Great School are fully certified teachers as specified by the Diocese of Harrisburg as well as the Pennsylvania Department of Education.

In addition, St. Leo’s is proud to offer special subjects to all students.  Classes in Art, Music, Spanish, Computer, and Physical Education are available at appropriate grade levels to enhance the core curriculum.  Teachers certified in these subject areas are a part of our faculty.

The school year is divided into four marking periods.  St. Leo students have continuously excelled in academics, as demonstrated by their advanced test scores. In the National Percentile Ranking totals for core subjects*, St. Leo’s is well above or equivalent to all other schools in the Diocese.

ITBS National Percentile Ranking

	
	Grade 3
	Grade 4
	Grade 5
	Grade 6
	Grade 7
	Grade 8

	St. Leo’s
	84
	86
	87
	75
	89
	84

	Diocese
	78
	80
	78
	75
	76
	75


*Scores from the most recent Iowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS).  Core totals, 2006-07.

Throughout the year, students of all grade levels have the opportunity to participate in academic competitions including Geography Bee, History Day, Newspapers in Education, Scholastic Art, Scholastic Writing, Science Fair, and Diocesan and Intelligencer Journal Spelling Bees.

As a private, parochial school, St. Leo the Great requires tuition for attendance. However, the school community seeks subsidized tuition as much as possible through a variety of sources. The Private School Aid Service reviews financial information submitted by parents in order to determine what portion of the tuition a family will be required to pay.  The Voluntary Assistance Program (VTAP) allows school families to lower their tuition through the purchase of grocery certificates and SCRIP.  Various levels of tuition discount, based on the total amount purchased, are refunded annually to participating families.

St. Leo’s students participate in a wide variety of activities before, during, and after school. Clubs, most of which are coordinated by parent volunteers, reflect the school community’s diverse interests. All extracurricular activities help fulfill St. Leo’s vision of educating the whole child, creating well rounded disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Clubs and Activities

Academic Interests

Students can expand their intellectual horizons in their favorite subjects. Some involve preparing for annual competitions against other area schools.

Geography Club

Science Club

Math Counts

Odyssey of the Mind (grades 3-8)

Quiz Bowl

Arts Fair

Career Day

Health Awareness Day 

Faith Development

St. Leo’s emphasis on a spirit-filled education provides numerous opportunities for young people to deepen and better understand their faith. 

Armada Bianca

Bible Club

Rosary Club

Grade Level Retreats 

Liturgical & Paraliturgical Services

Living Rosary

Vocation Day

Arts

Students with talents and interests in the performing and visual arts can develop and share their skills through several groups and annual events.

Instrumental Music Instruction

Drama Club

Sewing Club

Memory Book

Arts Fair

Christmas Concert

Spring Concert

Talent Show

Athletics 

Student athletes compete on parish-sponsored teams in Catholic Youth Organization leagues. 

Baseball

Softball

Basketball

Cheerleading

Community Outreach

A key part of creating a safe learning environment for our students is grounding their education into the larger community within which we live and work. The students have a wide variety of activities to do just that – help them realize that they have a responsibility to be contributing members of their communities of school, parish, city and world.

Community Outreach

Members of some clubs learn to put Christian ideals into practice through service to others.

· Serteen

· Heroes Fair

· Girl Scouts: Daisies, Brownies, Girl Scouts, and Cadets

· Boy Scouts: Tiger Cubs, Cub Scouts, and Boy Scouts
Corporal Works of Mercy

Students are encouraged to think of ways to pull together in service of the needy in the Lancaster County area. This year service and awareness –raising projects included:

· “Prayer Bears” with messages of support for homeless children,

· “Blessed Bloomers for Babies” to raise money to purchase baby supplies for Milagro House, A Woman’s Concern, and the Interfaith Shelter.  

· “Now I Lay Me Down to Sleep” when students may choose to sleep “pillowless” in order to raise money to purchase pillows for shelters in Lancaster and Harrisburg.

















