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Fulton Theatre’s Neighborhood Bridges Enhances St. Leo Preschool

Lancaster, PA -- Neighborhood Bridges, a national arts education initiative recognized by the U.S. Department of Education, is being presented in the 4-year Pre-K class at St. Leo the Great school. A comprehensive program involving storytelling, pre-reading and pre-writing skill builders and creative dramatics, Neighborhood Bridges is conducted locally by the Fulton Theatre and comes to St. Leo’s thanks to funding provided by PNC through the local/regional “PNC On Stage” effort and company-wide “Grow Up Great” initiative.

Neighborhood Bridges is not an add-on program.  Instead, it is integrated into the planned curriculum and lasts for twelve sessions (one per week).  Fulton Teaching Artist, Michelle Fogel will partner with St. Leo teacher, Kelly Mastrogiovanni to teach this very special program beginning September 29th.  Fogel has been teaching Neighborhood Bridges for two years.  For the past year, she has been working on identifying ways to implement the program with younger kids, focusing on pre-reading and pre-writing skill development.

“I saw the effects it was having on the kids and realized that the younger we reached them, the better,” explains Fogel.  There are three main results that Fogel has seen in her experience with the program:

1.  Cooperation - any type of theatre involves huge amounts of cooperation.

2.  Empathy-Building – theatre and creative writing are empathetic arts.  The lessons offer many learning moments that teach empathy.
3.  Critical Literacy – the lessons teach them to look at stories and identify what works, doesn’t work and why.  Even at age four, children understand social justice.

“I feel fortunate to have been given the opportunity to have the Neighborhood Bridges Program visit St. Leo’s Pre-K.  I’m looking forward to working with Michelle, the students, and their parents,” says Mastrogiovanni.   St. Leo’s is one of just six Pre-K schools participating.

Saint Leo the Great School is a Catholic elementary school founded in 1965.  Today, the school serves families with children in grades Pre-K through Eighth grades. For more information, please call the school at 717-392-2441 or visit www.StLeoSchool.org.
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